THE PICKERING HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY – 1993 - 2020
Twenty-seven years have gone by since the last review of our Society’s history.
Although some things have changed, it is interesting to see how much has stayed
the same. Respecting the solid foundation established in the previous sixty years,
we have endeavored to keep spreading the knowledge of horticulture, of civic
beautification and respect for the environment. All this was made possible
because of the friendliness, cooperation and dedication of our members.
Our membership numbers have stayed pretty steady over the years, i.e. anywhere
between 95 and 115. Attendance at our meetings is very good. In 1997 it was
decided that more room was needed for our monthly meeting. After a thorough
search for new quarters, we decided on the O’Brien Meeting Rooms at the
Pickering Recreation Complex. We have been happy there ever since.
Also, in 1997, we adopted the peony as our official flower emblem. It is included in
almost all of our public plantings and graces the front cover of our yearbook.
A significant change over the last twenty years was brought on by the advance in
computer technology. Affordability has made it possible for most households to
have a computer with internet connection in their homes. This has greatly
simplified communication between members via email and brings gardening news
right to your desk top. Technology has been very important in this year of the
Covid-19 pandemic. Face to face meetings are not allowed but thanks to “Zoom”
and our very knowledgeable President, Joanne Shaw, virtual meetings have been
enjoyed by our membership. This has also been very helpful to keep our
membership.
To keep our meetings interesting, we have excellent speakers on a variety of
subjects; anything from growing the best hydrangeas to the decline of the
Monarch butterfly is a subject worth addressing. In addition to speakers, we try to
have two hands-on workshops per year. They are always very popular with the
members.

We have had to move away from having a flower show at every meeting to four
shows per year. It puts less pressure on our members while still giving our keen
exhibitors a chance to show their best stuff.
Garden practices also have undergone a subtle evolution. In 2009 the use of
pesticides for cosmetic use was outlawed and environmentally friendly practices
had to be found.
A debate of ‘native’ versus ‘non-native’ is ongoing. We prefer to stay out of that
debate and instead focus on ‘sustainable’; sustainable plants, such as the peony,
do not require a lot of chemicals or water and are disease and pest resistant. The
term ‘xeriscaping’ has become part of the gardening vocabulary.
One of the highlights of the year is the District Annual General Meeting. We
hosted it three times in this time period. In 2003 and 2017 we were very fortunate
to be able to hold it at the 4-Season Country Club. This is a wonderful venue and
all attendees thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
Another highlight is the annual bus tour. We leave at 8:00 in the morning with
only Barbara Twiner knowing our destination. She has never failed us yet.
Community Outreach/Community Involvement has always been very important to
our society. When the City of Pickering decided to participate in the Communities
in Bloom program, we were happy to be involved as well. That program led to the
creation of Pickering Blooms, a city-wide front garden competition. Under the coordination of Sigrid Squire, for nine years we were heavily involved in this
program, with hundreds of volunteer hours spent.
A lot of weekends were spent involved with workshops, environmental as well as
horticultural; from flower arranging to the preservation of wetlands, you could be
sure that our members were involved.
This led in turn to the recognition and awarding of special awards such as The City
of Pickering Environmental Award, The Urban Design Award, and best Community
Group Award.

Our annual plant sale is our major fundraiser for the year. It allows us to keep our
membership fees affordable for all. People from all over Pickering look forward to
it. Most of the plants are donations from our members. In recent years we have
also purchased plants in order to have a good variety.
Since its beginning, the Society has planted flowers, shrubs and trees and donated
money for the beautification of various public areas. This dedication to civic
beautification is still alive and well.
Esplanade Park
In 1996, we were given the opportunity to ‘strut our stuff’ by designing, planting
and maintaining the large circle bed in Esplanade Park, adjacent to City Hall.
Christine Male, Trish Stephens, Jill Snape and Larry Smith pooled their knowledge
and designed a wonderful garden bed. The first plants went in on June 1st.
Gradually, more plants and lots of spring blooming bulbs were planted. It is a
pleasure to see from early spring till fall. Esplanade Park is a favourite gathering
place for residents of the surrounding apartment buildings. Fortunately for us,
they are very generous with their compliments. This makes it all worthwhile.
Krosno & Liverpool
In the spring of 2006, we were asked by the City if we were willing to take on the
maintenance of a flower bed at the intersection of Krosno and Liverpool. We liked
the idea of having more exposure in a very visible spot and readily agreed. The
bed was already planted. All we had to do was re-organize it to our liking and add
a few more plants, including some peonies, of course. This corner now provides a
colourful spot throughout the growing season.
Progress Park
In 2007, the City finally entered the ‘Communities in Bloom’ program. They aimed
to emphasize the ‘sustainability’ theme and Frenchman’s Bay East Progress Park
was chosen as a site for a xeriscape garden. Having a proven record, once again
our Society was asked to design and maintain this new undertaking. It was a great
success; by the time the CiB judges arrived in July, it looked wonderful and
received top marks. However, gardens are forever changing and we are
contemplating some rejuvenation work for this lovely spot on Frenchman’s Bay.

Bicentennial Garden
This garden was established in 2012 as our contribution to the city’s Bicentennial
celebration. Designed by Sigrid Squire and Heather Stackhouse, it consists of three
garden beds showing the evolution of gardening. It starts with native plants in one
of the beds and ends with
the newest hybrids in another. This garden is now fully established and is a source
of enjoyment for a lot of people
Our Society is very fortunate to have a group of people who are happy to spend
Tuesday mornings looking after all these public plantings. For some it is a learning
experience, for all of us it is an enjoyable way of socializing.
87 years – a lot of things have changed but the friendliness and the sense of
belonging, the sense of community, have stayed the same.
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